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But the ^stance between Charles and the
crowd was very rarely wide enough to prevent
" a chat or ^ smile/' so that his dignity was
always being jeopardised by his taste for keeping
on good terms with everybody. It was the old
ideal of the king as a kind of divinity that New-
castle, though he recommended an occasional
condescension, could never wholly abandon - an
ideal which was to be profoundly modified by
future events.

After three years of office, this wise nobleman
was superseded by the aged and futile Marquis of
Hertford, who procured the Earl of Berkshire, an
equally foolish person, to assist him with the
tasks which neither was competent to perform.
But by this time Charles, although only twelve
years old, seems to have been able to look after
himself. In May 1642, after the outbreak of the
first Civil War, he was made Captain of the Prince
of Wales's Own, and shortly afterwards, with his
younger brother James, was allowed to witness at
a safe distance the indecisive action of his father's
troops at the battle of Edgehill.

During the critical years of the struggle between
the King and Parliament, while the autocracy of
his father was rapidly becoming more and more
oppressive, Charles began that life of wandering
which was to continue for seventeen years, until